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None but F O OL 8 Marry. \ 


vos IS I am the real Author of the Batchelor's Eſtimate, 
Et which has for ſome time afforded Diverſion to, 
| and undergone the Criticiſms of the Town; I 
Se $$ think in Tuflice to it, I ſhould vindicate it from 
4 the Aſperſions thrown on it and the Author, 
Wpecially from thoſe in Print, that I think worth conſidering, 
to two of them, the Lapy's ANSsWER, and the Woman's 
WovocaTe, I ſhall take no farther notice of them, than that 
ey have the Names of Anſwers, only to make the Copies of 
e Eſtimate, which they annexed: to them, and pirated from 
e true Proprietor, to fell che better. As to the firſt, the Town 
is firſt coming out was ſufficiently ſatisfied twas a Grub. ſtreet; 
bo the ſecond, I think it beneath a Gentleman to anſwer 
becauſe no Gentleman could have wrote it, conſiſting, of 
much Scurrilicy : It's ſufficient Satisfaction to me to ob- 
ee, that the Readers of it, from its being ſo prepoſterous 
d ſcurrilous, immediately cry out of the Author, TIIIS 
uscow 1s a Fool. As to the Married Man's Anſwer, be- 
Wiſe tis wrote like a Gentleman, and with no ſuch ſordid 
. as the others were, I chuſe for thoſe Reaſons to anſwer 
and ſhall therefore in ſo doing addreſs myſelf to the Au- 
por thereof. 5 of G 


"The firſt thing, Sir, you begin with by way of Anſwer, is, 
That I make no Allowance for the Reputation and Advantage, 
which you ſay I ſhall in many Reſpects gain by Houſe. keeping. 
could you have mentioned any one of thoſe many Reſpects, 
dont doubt but that you would; but ſuch a general Charge, 
9 without any Reaſon or Foundation mention'd to ſupport it, 
ms to me to argue, as if you could not maintain your Al. 
egation; and 8 4 I can't conceive how you can. Does 
er A 2 paying 
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to do to mind-his-Family-/ 
mind thoſe of others. 


have Thanks, you have mine. If there's no ſuch Nece 
for ought you know I may be one of thoſe Batchelors, tl 
walking between two Precipices (Mhoredom and Matrim 


both. But as tis not for my Credit with the Fair Sex to p 
tend not to have been gratifjed by any of them, I own I h. 
had ſome Amours, but not with ſuch as were ſordidly pic 
tuting their Charms for Gain; but with choſe only, who off 


Oharms to Hire, and that have been at ſome Expeſ 


640 4 
paying Pariſh-Taxes clear our Intellects, or does Matrimd li 
refine our Judgments ? If not, how comes it about, ang Ml. 
what Foundation can the married Man and Houſe-kee i. 
have a greater Reputation than the Batchelor ? I muſt o 
don't know : But now I think ont indeed, in one reſpect 'F 
may; that is, by marrying an agreeable Woman he ſtand 
very fair chance of having a Reputation, now very much 
vogue, in that State; which, I thank my Stars, I, as 4 Batt 
lor, am only capacitated to give, but not receive. Was ] 
employ a Perſon to manage my Affairs, I ſhould chuſe 
employ the Batchelor, in regard the married Man has ſo m 
6 ffairs, he Il have but little time 
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As to the Deductions you would have made on the! 
count of caſual Fruition, and the conſequential Articles of 
before you make ſuch a Deduction, you ſhould firſt la 
down as neceſſary, that young Fellows muſt Whore or Mar 
otherwiſe tis ungenerous to tax me, as I have not commitr 
the one, that I muſt the other. If you make it out, tha 
Batchelor muſt go a whoring, you have found out ſomethi 
new, and as the firſt Diſcoverers of any thing aſeful ought 
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may have ſo cautiouſly - ditected my Steps, as to ay | . 
5 


,, 
i 
tiſied me for no other Proſpect, than an equal Return * 
Love, conſequently no Deduction ought to be made on l. 
account of the Expence of it. But ſuppoſing that my Taſte WS? » 
been ſo very low, as to take up with thoſe, that lets 9 


»J 
that reſpect ; yet as Women are now. a-· da s very cheap 1 
don me, I mean thoſe of the Tohn) and their Price d oy 
a low Ebb; 30, a Year will drive a pretty good Trade L 
that ſort of Ware; and I am told you may agree b 
Great, and for five Guineas a- year inſare yourſelf again 
ill Conſequences that may happen. And if the Expenq; 
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Wal Fruition is no more (as prudent Dealers therein aſſure 
4 
I 


Je it is not) I am ſure the Undervaluations and Omiſſions 
ay Eſtimate amount to above twice thoſe Sums. 
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W You alledge (and for Argument- ſake ſuppoſe it true) that 
3 the Articles of Houſe-keeping I ſhall have the principal 
eaſure, yet I muſt be at fix Parts in ſeven of the Expence. 
| ny how ſtands it then? Is that Encouragement to com- 

| 
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ence Husband * 


E Tis not my Wife, but I, ſhall bear the Load of the Ex- 
ce of Children, for you ſee her Fortune can ſcarcely an- 
fer any Expence at all; but as ſhe partakes of an equal, if 
Wot, as moſt allow, a greater Pleaſure in the begetting them, 
Won't ſee why ſhe ſhould not proportionably contribute to 
Weir Maintenance. ys | 


By the Story of the Spaniſh Grandee, you would inſinuate 
nd conſiſtent enough with your Admiſhon of my bein 
ell diſpos d to get Children) that let it coſt me what it will, 
may by a frequent Repetition of the Pleaſures of Matrimony, 
a dare ſay, not diſagreeable ro my Wife) reduce the Ex- 
erce of each Pleaſure to a very minute Sum, unleſs it was 
oon Fault, which admits a Readineſs of one fide. But 
a2 ſecond Calculation of the Expences of the Eſtimate, I 
Wd I ſhall pay for thoſe Pleaſures at the rate of 125. 84. for 
X Night's Lodging; a meer Trifle, you'll ſay ; But how- 
„„ whether after Honey-Moon is over, (which, by the way, 
tell me is the ſhorteſt in the Year) thoſe Pleaſures will be 
fſequent, as to reduce the Expence of them to a very minute 
Wn; or on the other ſide, whether ſeveral 125. 8 Pences 
not be expended towards each Pleaſure, is the hazardous 
eriment 1 ſtill decline to make; but leave it to thoſe who 
f ot the Gulf, and now know the Danger, to reflect 
Ow pradefit they were, when they underrook ſo ug aft 
Interprize: Where, let the dear Partner be ſullen ill- 
per d, or gay and good-natured:; let her by chance or o- 
Merwiſe be ugly or agreeable ; ler her be obſtreperous and 
ruly, and, Xantippe like, ſcold me out of Houſe and 
dme, or be meek and condeſcending ; let her be expen- 
> (and what ſome good Wives have induſtriouſly done) 
B tun 
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run me into Goal, or be frugal and careful; let het be he: 
thy or ailing ; let her be a Meſſalina, or a Lucrece ; let h 
have all the ill, and none of the good Qualities : yet th 
dear Creature IJ am deſtin'd to love and cheriſh for Life, of 
muſt be Partaker of my Bed and Board. From this Barga | 
tho ne er ſo ill concerted, there's no Appeal lies, or any RN 
dreſs to be had. Who then that lives already comfortabMl 
and happy, would, (not knowing when he was well) be Fol 
enough to make an Experiment; where, if it happens 
cording to his Wiſhes, - he can but live ſtill comfortable a 
happy; and- where, if it does not (as I believe moſt Peopi 
-will allow it to be a reaſonable Chance to lay twenty to o 
againſt him) he'll have only this ſad Reflection; I was ha 
Py, but ſtrove to be otherwiſe, and am ſo. Such an Expe 
ment would be as prudent, as that made by a Perſon, vl 
having a very valuable Diamond, would needs try, whethf 
it was ſo hard as to bear the Strokes of a Hammer on 
Anvil. He fatisfied his Curioſity ; what follow'd ? The D 
mond broke, and the Poſſeſſor of it curſt his Stars, for h 
ving been ſuch a Fool. - 
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You ſay by Marriage I become a better Subject, a mo 
uſeful Friend, and a more ' virtuous Man, neither of whi 
can I allow. As to the firſt then; there's no Law that co 
mands or forbids us to marry : He that does not, tranſgre 
no Law; and he that does, complies with none. Howe 
one. then be a better Member of a Community, or a bet 
Subject than the other; when what is faid to make a Dit 
rence between them, is in itſelf indifferent. But as eve 
body, thank Heaven, is left to his own Choice; and mit 
J think, is the beſt, being conſiſtent with the Opinion of un 
inſpired Writer: I pronounce myſelf a better Subject, wiſh 
can without Injuſtice to any, freely engage in the Service ul 
my King and Country; and as Pomfret ſays, afford the 
Tongue, my Pen, my Fortune and my Sword ; than he, t 
obliged to make uſe of all theſe, to miniſter to the Nec 
of a Family, which he's tied to; and which, conſiſten wi; 
= Laws of God and Man, tis his utmoſt Duty to p 
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To be a more uſeful Friend, tis almoſt impoſſible for a 
W..icried Man; for he muſt (and 'tis a * Sin if he omits it) 
Need up, maintain and provide for His Family : It, during” 
lat time, he ſhould provide for a Relation, do a Friend a 
Wiindneſs, or this, or that Act of Charity, it will be look d 
von to be, and fo tis in fact, ſo far a Robbery of his own 
Emily; ſo that the Tyes of his Duty in that reſpect are ſo 
trong, he can ſcarce do one Act of Benevolence to any o- 
mer; ſo true is the old Proverb, Charity begins at home. And 
ren when he has done all he can, his thankleſs Children 
(which, by the way, is no great Encouragement to beget 
hem) think he made a very ill uſe of his time, in not ha- 
ring rais d them greater Fortunes: Whereas the Batchelor, 
haying none but himſelf co provide for, and having the fame 
Methods and Talents of becoming Rich, with he married 
Man, without a quarter of che Expence, ſoon gains that end; 
while tis well, it the married Man, with his greateſt Induſtry, 
ſupports his Family. The Batchelor gives his Niece or Cou- 
in a Fortune, and places her in the World; binds.a Ne- 
phew Apprentice, puts out a poor Child to School, relieves 
poor | induſtrious Family ſtruggling, with Poverty, . lends or 
gives a Friend a Sum on an Emergency; ALL theſe he does, 
dot as a Performance of any Duty incumbent on him, nor 
vill it be eſteem'd as ſuch, but as meer Acts of Benevolence; 
he robs none, he does none Injuſtice, his Family at home 
ant it not, he is valued and reſpected, as a truly generous 
Hul, he ſees che good things he does, rewarded in the Grati- 
ude of the Receivers of. his Benevolence; and in the In- 
ncale:of his Fortune, which, with his good Intentions, gives: 
lim Ability: Whilſt the zarried Man, tho' perhaps he may 
uye the Inclination, yet very ſeldom has the Ability of being 
alt ſo uſeful a Friend as the. Batchelor. 
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ts LAs to the married Man's. being more virtuous than a Batche- 
it: , I am ſatisfied there are ſo many Provocatives to Paſſion 
wügramily-Concerns, that the married Man lies under a fre- 
vid nter Temptation to Sin in that reſpect: And beſides, the 
{  {Wiellaay Parſimony a Husband muſt be 'Maſter of, ro ſup- 
his Family, often betrays him into a ſtrange: Narrownieſs 
Tofflemper and Avarice. And every body knows, that there 
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CT) 
are Sins, and great ones too, incident only to a matti! 
State, which, kis well, if they are avoided : Thoſe of O 
ſion, even were our Boſom-Friends our Wives Judges, I da 
ſay, are not few. 9 


As to the odious Sin of Nonconformity, I think irs ung 
nerous in the higheſt degree to ſuggeſt any thing without du 
Grounds for it; but ler it ſtick on the Guilty : As for 
1 I aſſure you, I love the Fair Sex ſo well, I would wil 

ingly oblige them in any thing in the world, bur nan 
them. | | | 


As to ſaunt' ring at Cofftee-Houſes, and Loſs at Play, 
would have you know I have Buſineſs to imploy me, ſo 3 
not to be idle; and even not to have Time ſo much almo 
as to think of Matrimony, (for I think none bur Idlers di 
think on it;) and as to Play, I am ſo far averſe to any thin 
that is attended with Hazard and Uncertainty, that I declin 
Matrimony on that account, being with reſpect to the Hazard 
of it, a Species of Gaming. N 


The Ladies are much obliged to you for being their Ad 
vocate; all the Men of Honour will ſurely be married im 
mediately, there will ſcarce be a Girl left; for by the Ga 
coon Story, you have plainly ſhewn that thoſe that - marty 
and have Families, muſt of neceſſity be Cowards ; and yet 
don't know how to think them ſo, | frm they DaRE Marr). 


As to the two Quotations out of Milton and Dryden, pra 
read the following ones out of the ſame Authors, and recon 
cile them. | 


| —— Oh! Why did God, 
Creator wiſe ! That peopled higheſt Heav'n 
With Spirits Maſculine, create at = Ab. 
This Novelty on Earth, this fair Defect 
Of Nature; and not fill the World at once, 
With Men as Angels, without Feminine? 
Or find ſome other way to generate 
Mankind? This Miſchief had not then befall n, 
. And more that ſhall befall : Innumerable 


(Þ) 
| Difturbances on Earth thro Female Snares, 

And ſtrait Conjunction with the Sex;-. . . , . for either 
He never ſhall find out fit Mate, hug ſuch 
As ſome Misfortune brings him, or Miſtake, 
Which infinite Calamity Pall cauſe 
To human Life, and Houſhold Peace confound. 

| MiLTON. 


Marriage, thou Curſe of Love, and Snare of Life! 
That firſt debasd a Miſtreſs to a Wife ! 
Love like a Scene at diſtance ſhould appear, 
But Marriage views the groſs-daub'd Landſcape near, 
Love's * 2 Cure ! thou cloyſt, whom thou ſpould ſt pleaſe, 
And when thou cur ſt, then thou art the Diſeaſe ; | 


© 
hen Hearts are looſe, thy Chain our Bodies ties, 
Love couples Friends, but Marriage Enemies. 

in che 

A And again. 


Lord of yourſelf, uncumber'd with a Wife 8 5 . 
here for a Tear, a Month, perhaps a Night, ett: 
Long Penitence ſucceeds a.ſhort Delight. 5 * 


4 Minds are ſo hardly match d, that evn the firſt, 

J paird by Heav'n, in Paradiſe were curſt; 

E, Alam and Woman, tho in One they grow, __..y... 

IH 7et-firft or laſt: return again to Top. \ | 
He to God's ay] e to his was made, Denne 

G farther from the Fount, the Stream at random ſtray d. 

"How could he ſtand, when put to double Pain, 


He muſt. a Weaker than himſelf ſuſtain; 2 2991 
Each might have ſtood perhaps, but each Alone, 


Troo Mreſtlers help to pull each other down: - © 116, 
Ait that my Verſe would blemiſb all the Fair; —c—— 
Pat yer if ſome be bad, tis Prudence to beware. 1 ob 
bole ſhun the Bait, than ſtruggle in the mare. 


| DRYDEN, | 
' Wo your Eſtimate of the Batchelor's Expences, I think I 
e already anſwer d moſt of the Articles; 1 ſhall: only make 
& Remark, That you muſt be vaſtly miſtaken in the Ann 
1 C O 
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- ; ( 10 : f 
of 41. a Year to C—l, That had certainly been a proper Cot] 
Article of my Eſtimate; for the Batchelor never oratifies h ' 

Paſſion, bur when Natwe of its own accord dictates: BU 

when married, and it becomes an expected Duty, there will Jon 

to preſerve Peace at home, be a greater occaſion to have rf! 
courſe to luſcious Books, to raiſe that Paſſion, that by fre 

quent Repetition, and with the ſame Object, would othe e 

wiſe grow faint and a__ And what the Conſequence die 

of being in ſuch Circumſtances will be, I leave to thoſe the fn 
are in them, to inform thoſe that are not; but the MisfoWM® 
tune is, they, Free-ZAaſon like, conceal their being trapanned Ich 

and impoſed on, to draw others into the ſame Scrape, t f. 

have leſs to laugh at them: but I can't but think it woul' 

be more generous in them, like the Rich Man in the Goſpe 


to warn us from coming into the ſame Place of Torment. an 


El 
I would gladly know what End is attained by Matrimony WA" 
you ſay, and tis admitted, the Batchelor has fad particula 
Fayours granted him by the Fair Sex, and that he's no No 
vice to their Charms. What Excuſe has he then for Matri 
mony ? only an idle Curioſity, to try whether the Pleaſure 
a Woman affords you, that has ſordidly tied you neck and 
heels in Loads of Parchments and Settlements, and wh 
would have differ'd with you, if your Eſtate had fell ſhort o 
being adequate to her Fortune by 51. a Year ; whether thoſe 
Pleaſures are more refined, than thoſe of a truly generous 
ſpirited Girl, that obliges you without Signing and Sealing 
And there's one thing remarkable, chat the latter neither ex 
pects or deſires your Affection any longer than ſhe, b 
her continuing agreeable, merits them; and in caſe, as 
in all other fair Dealing, you don't like her, you are at 
your liberty to act as you pleaſe: But the former in caſe thay 
does not anſwer the Sample of her Face, (the only one. you 
ate permitted to have) and proves diſagreeable, ſhe ſticks to N 
you for Life; and, as if touched with Birdlime, the more p! 
youcſtruggle, the leſs you have power ſo to do. 


th 


But ro teturn ro my Eſtimate, I can't conceive why I 
ſhould, as I find I have, made ſo many of the Fair Sex my 
Enemies. Suys one, It certainly pull him by the Noſe, an- 
x9 other 
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. threatens to box my Ears, a third excludes me from 
be Tea- Table, I am forbid to make my uſual Viſits to them. 
| Ipur what is moſt unreaſonable, thoſe Viragoes I find are all 
out of the caſe, my Eſtimate has nothing to do with them; 
or their Fortunes are ſo ſmall, (excluſive of their own dear 
verſons, which ſome more amorous Gentlemen may think 
rortune enough) that they won't bear to be eftimated : But 
[did they but rightly conſider, is it not more generous to re- 
rain, even tho contrary to Inclination, as I propoſed, till 
Iny Circumſtances can afford to maintain a Woman genteelly, 
chan marry, and with both our Fortunes but juſt barely ſub- 


it? 5 


| Did young Fellows before they marry, but coolly fir down 
ind conſider what they were going about, and make proper 
Eſtimates, tis to be hoped the Number of miſerable Wives, 
ind unprovided Children, would be very much diminiſh'd. 
But in anſwer to all that can be alledg'd of the Expenſiveneſs 
of a married State, the Women cry out, the Pleaſures thereof 
e ſo great, they are not to be rated according to any Ex- 
pence, that attends the purchaſing of them. Tis true, Bat- 
n chelors are at a loſs to gueſs what they are; and if that will 
do the Fair Sex any Service, I will admit them very great, 
oea next to thoſe. of Heaven; for, like them, I am ſure they 
ue inconcervable. 
15 
je 
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But, now I think on't, why do I talk of marrying? I can 
lave no hopes of ſuch Happineſs, each fair Lady is deter- 
bi nined not to have the wicked calculating Batchelor, (tho 
a tey'd do well to ſtay till they are ask d) no, not if he was 
al vorth 50,0007. But why ? becauſe he told the Truth. If 
hel that's to be the caſe, (tho 1 don't ſay I will not have them if 
dul hey were worth ſo much) and I muſt have No Wirk, I ſay 
to CONTENT; or to uſe the Words of a Great Man of the Law, 


"re PE 1T so. 


From what I have ſaid, I would not have you think I 

I [iſlike Matrimony, or that I would caft an Odium on, or ridi- 
ay Ple that State, as ſome modern Batchelors do: Say they, 
5, Matrimony is like a hungry Dog and a Bone; no ſooner is 


the 
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the Bone found, but the Dog wonderfully pleasd with u 
Adventure, endeavour Al he can to devour it „but al:M 
the: Poſition of the B, take it and tie it to His Tai 
the poor Creature runs from it With All his Speed, nor is h 
eaſy till he g n commend a Gentlema 
pretty well y in almoſt the wor 
Eondition the Gratification of a looſe Paſſion could brin 
him to, who cry'd out in a faultering Tone to his Friend an 
Viſiter, Even This, Tou, is better than Matrimony. - 
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No, 3167 220601: 330.0390. 6119 as 1154 
"——— Higher. of the Genial Bed by far, | 
And with myſterious Reverence, I deem. 
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